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The L4Y year is in full swing with great plans a foot, lots of plants and advice to help your dream youth project come to life and a growing network of enthusiastic supporters to share their know how and positive energy.
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There is one big year left of this Environmental Trust funded L4Y project, ending in term 1, 2012.  
This year there will be a focus on making sure firm foundations are laid to enable the next generation of Landcarers to take up the shovel and continue the strong tradition of landcaring in Lake Macquarie.
Jenny Robinson will be available Tuesday and Wednesday to visit your school or community grounds, to provide advice on planting projects, coordinate plant selection and provide assistance in plantings. There are lots of plants available to support your school or youth community planting project. If you want to get in early for National Tree Day or do some additional Learnscape planting around the new buildings, we have plants available. 
Suzanne Pritchard will be beavering away at the LRO one day a week compiling the Tools for Schools Manual, coordinating L4Y events and forging network relationships. There have been some new resources produced, a tool licence to recognise competence in the use of hand tools, and a new Landcaring for Lepidopterans guide to assist in creating a butterfly garden, http://www.treesinnewcastle.org.au/tools_schools.
Network meetings happen once a term and the network newsletter ‘L4Y Forum’ has lots of ideas and resources and the dates for all the L4Y events http://www.treesinnewcastle.org.au/l4y_forum_term_1_2011_newsletter_landcare4youth 
If you would like to be on the mailing list to receive newsletters and be kept up to date with L4Yevents send an email to education@treesinnewcastle.org.au
Landcaring for Lepidopterans
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Butterflies are beautiful to watch during the day but at night it's the moths that rule. In Australia there are only 416 species of butterflies known and over 10,000 moth species named with more to discover. Butterflies and moths are one of the largest groups of insects, the Lepidoptera, and the Australian region has some of the largest butterflies in the world.
These lovely Lepidopterans are important pollinators of our local native plants, a very good reason to want them about. Habitat loss is one of their greatest threats.
A successful butterfly garden needs planning right from the start. It has to include the right features and plants that support all the stages in the butterfly/moth lifecycle from the crawling caterpillar to the fluttering adult. 
There is a list is of local native plants that occur in our region that are known to be good food sources for a variety of butterflies, moths and their caterpillars now of TIN’s website and we are also stocking butterfly nesting boxes. More information can be found at http://www.treesinnewcastle.org.au/landcaring_lepidopterans

L4Y update term 4, 2010
We’re half way through the L4Y project and to date there’s been 10,500 plants distributed, 123 site visits to schools and youth venues across the city, servicing 4500 students and 370 teachers and supporters. 
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We’re really keen to keep growing the L4Y network, providing on-site assistance, plants and resources to help youth in Lake Macquarie become stewards of this wonderful environment which we call home.

Some activities over the past term were the video conference, hosted by Gateshead West, where we saw how their vegetable garden has transformed some disused planter boxes into fertile gardens that provide a healthy lunch feast. We had the L4Y network meeting and there were Environmental Achievement awards distributed to Eleebana and Charlestown East Public Schools as well as Lake Macquarie and St Marys-Gateshead High Schools, sincere Congratulations on an amazing year.

There have been some new resources produced to support and encourage younger Landcarers, a tool licence and coming soon will be some garden guides to help choose your plantings as well as guide to assist in gathering information for funding applications. 
The Video Conference 

The presentation from Gateshead West showed how a vegetable garden can transform a school and the playground culture. 

[image: image13.jpg]LAN]
FOR YOUTH
14Y



The focus on vegetable gardening produced a great crop of spring onions, cucumbers, cherry tomatoes, corn, lettuce and strawberries. On the last Friday of term a big cook of snag wraps with freshly harvested lettuce, tomatoes and cucumbers was enjoyed by all.

The dedicated environmental team assisted the project by raising funds, through a continuous raffle and out of uniform days, to buy stakes and seedlings for the garden. 

What was going well with the project was working together as a team digging the holes and planting the seedlings, watching the vegies grow instead of the old garden and making the school look better.

Over all the feedback on the video conference was it was a great idea, the digital storytelling was a good way of presenting but more schools and students being involved would have been good.

Keep your eyes and ears open for the next video conference.

The L4Y Network Meeting

Hearing about the diversity of projects that are happening across the City was inspiring. 

At Belmont High the Tree Day plantings were powering along, a litter campaign was underway and they were involved in the Climate Clever Energy Savers project. Much interest was expressed to take up the Weed Warriors program and grow Tortrix moths as a biological control against Bitou Bush. http://www.weedwarriors.net.au/about.html
Rathmines Primary School were heavily into their vegetable gardening having secured $2500 and every grade getting a vegie-tank to work with in 2011. The Year 6 are fanatical and this bodes well for the future.

At St Marys-Gateshead High School students from years 7-10 have been rehabilitating Kennedys Creek. There’s been so much activity across the school it has become necessary to sit back and consolidate. A new project with Hunter Water’s Smart Meters has been a bonus for the ageing school with great maths and problem solving skills being used to determine the source of leaks. 

At Eleebana Public School Kerry Phillips participated in the Climate Clever Energy Savers program. Scope and sequences for the school were developed and the units integrated into the curriculum. The program was given a big thumbs up.

Diary Dates
L4Y Meetings are held at the Landcare Resource Centre 3.45-5pm within the first 3-4 weeks of term. The Centre is located Toronto Road, Teralba, near the Five Islands bridge round about, across the road from the CA Brown Anglican Care facilities. RSVPs are always appreciated.
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The agenda is usually round the table rap, resource review, events, grants and plans for the year.  
· L4Y Meeting Term 2 
Tuesday May 17th
· L4Y Meeting Term 3 
Tuesday August 9th 

· L4Y Meeting Term 4 
Tuesday October 25th 

Are you looking for a local excursion to connect your students to the landcaring community?

Lake Macquarie Landcare Field Days will be happening mid week to assist school involvement. The plan is to invite all local schools and childcare centres, as well as community groups to these events and get around to most areas in the city. For more information contact the Landcare Resource Office on 4921 0392.
Term 1

Wed 6 April - Fernleigh Track protection & restoration (Highfields Area)
Term 2

Wed 18 May - Warners Creek Riparian restoration
Wed 8 June - Wangi Ridge rehabilitation & Carbonsmart planting.
Would you like to catch up with other environmental educators from around the world?
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The 6th World Environmental Education Congress is on 19-23 July 2011 in Brisbane. http://www.weec2011.org/
The Congress is targeted at all individuals and organisations with a stake in environmental and sustainability education who want to share learning and experiences with global experts and peers in Brisbane, Australia. 
The congress is for environmental educators who work in schools, higher education, federal, state and local government agencies, non-government organisations, and in industry and business developing policy and educational programs for school students and the general community.

Want to do some programming around national or international environmental events?

If you’d like to think about the big picture there are two international foci for 2011

International Year of Forests http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/
The United Nations General Assembly declared 2011 as the International Year of Forests to raise awareness on sustainable management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests.
International Year of Youth http://social.un.org/youthyear/index.html
In an effort to harness the energy, imagination and initiative of the world’s youth in overcoming the challenges facing humankind, from enhancing peace to boosting economic development, the United Nations proclaimed an International Year of Youth starting on 12 August 2010 to 12 Aug 2011.
An Environmental Dates calendar is available on line at http://www.environment.gov.au/about/media/events/index.html
March: World Forestry Day   - 21st,World Water Day   - 22nd, World Meteorological Day  - 23rd,Ride2School Day  - 23rd,Earth Hour  - 26th

April:World Heritage Day  - 18th,Earth Day  - 22nd,Anzac Day  - 26th

Grants

If you’re keen to get the funds flowing for the year here are some open grant options. 

For a comprehensive list of grant funding options have a look at the Sustainable Schools site, this includes very large grant options. http://www.sustainableschools.nsw.edu.au/Default.aspx?tabid=688 

More locally there are smaller grants available through Lake Macquarie City Council, the Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority and Coles/Landcare

Open local grants are

· Teachers Credit Union Closes 25th March

· Hunter Water Community Grants close on April 1st 
· Hunter Central Rivers CMA Education grant- closes Tuesday 31st May
Teachers Environment Fund

Teachers Credit Union grants upto $5000 are available to public schools and TAFEs for projects that involve, energy & water saving, composting or recycling, outdoor or biodiversity or any other worthy environmental project. The application form can be found at http://www.teachersenvirofund.com.au/

Hunter Water Community grants 

Projects need to be aligned with Hunter Water’s values and upto $10,000 is available.  Projects that may receive funding include tree planting programs, environmental education programs, arts competitions based on water or sustainability themes,
water quality and water saving projects, water saving community workshops Guidelines and application form is available at http://www.hunterwater.com.au/2858.aspx

Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority 2010-11 Sponsorship program

The CMA is currently inviting Local Government, non-government community groups and networks, and schools to apply for up to $1500 sponsorship for educational projects, events or activities that have a focus on improving catchment health.
Incorporated groups can apply for up to $1500 towards a particular project or activity, including educational field days and workshops, training courses, forums and conferences, tree planting days, or production and distribution of educational publications. The application form can be found at  http://www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/articles/news.asp?news_id=178.

If you would like to discuss your application Amanda Gregory, Education Officer Water Watch is the person.  P: (02) 4938 4931, M: 041 940 1153    
Email:    Amanda.Gregory@cma.nsw.gov.au
Applications will be accepted until 31 May 2011.
Online Teaching Resources and links

L4Y Tools for Schools

Trees In Newcastle’s website will provide links to the ever expanding list of useful resources at http://www.treesinnewcastle.org.au/tools_schools. 

One of the aims of the L4Y project is to ensure schools and youth groups have the resources they need to Landcare as easily and effectively as possible you’ll find certificates to share, garden guides to assist with planning and grant cheat sheets to help with funding applications there in the very near future.
There was interest expressed for gardening resources at the last network meeting, here’s a few ideas to get you started. 
Kitchen Gardens

The DET’s Environmental Education’s site has a special  page dedicated just to gardens, enough to loose yourself for quite a while The BFA’s guide below was just one of many. http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/env_ed/programs/gardens/index.htm
BFA Organic Schools Garden’s Program is designed for students aged 8-12 years program is available as a free downloadable resource containing written materials for lessons taking place both inside and outside the classroom. The program is written in line with Australian organic standards and features practical and easy-to-use online lesson plans and supervisor’s notes suitable for all Australian schools. Visit http://www.organicschools.com.au/
Worm Farming 
How to start a worm farm at school gives some good school based examples http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/importedfiles/4492_howtowormfarm_s8932.pdf 

A 12 page booklet was also produced on whether to set up a worm farm or compost bin it can be downloaded off TIN’s website http://www.treesinnewcastle.org.au/tools_schools
The very colourful Create your Own Eden, easy guide to worm farming http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/warr/2005129_wormfarm_eng.pdfEarly 
Biodiversity

Early Childhood Australia’s Special Interest Group on Environmental Sustainability has a wealth of resources for the early years. Below are just a few that provided a wealth of ideas. http://www.earlychildhoodvictoria.org.au/page.asp?_=Special%20Interest%20Groups&d=/edit/Special_Interest_Groups&W=F
Biodiversity Fact Sheet for Early Childhood provides a great overview of what biodiversity means within the Australian context, why we need it, eco-literacy in early childhood as well as concepts to explore and resources.  http://www.earlychildhoodvictoria.org.au/edit/Special_Interest_Groups/BIODIVERSITY_FACT_SHEET.PDF
Guides for creating five different types of habitat gardens including the why & how as well as resource ideas for teachers and children are provided by KinderGardens. There is a butterfly oasis, lizard lounge, minibeast mulch, tall trees, frog haven and small bird hideout to choose from. http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Page/page.asp?page_Id=2290
Gardens for Wildlife is a booklet with lots of ideas  about wildscaping a garden, the plant lists will need a bit of local adaptation, which we’re working on at TIN http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Page/Download.asp?name=Gardens_for_Wildlife_Booklet.pdf&size=0&link=../Files/Gardens_for_Wildlife_Booklet.pdf 

How to make an Australian habitat haven to attract insects, frogs and lizards is the Nursery & Garden Industry booklet. It is a stepwise guide that covers organising the team, locating the best place, designing the garden, laying it out, building the structures, preparing the soil, planting, tending, celebrating and keeping it going. It covers the activities to be undertaken and the student learning opportunities http://www.ngia.com.au/Folder?Action=Download&Folder_id=131&File=ThemedGardens_AustralianHabitatHaven.pdf
Things to make and do

A free internet gardening magazine, Global Gardening has lists of things children can make for the garden and things to make from the garden. 
http://www.global-garden.com.au/gardenkids.htm
Curriculum links

Many thanks to Kerrin Durie from Biraban Public School for providing these links
For Video Conferences with a variety or both free and small fee Video Conferences relating to a variety of topics:

http://dart.det.nsw.edu.au/index.htm
Wet and Dry Environments – Stage 1

http://www.taronga.org.au/lib/files/edu/wpz-res-wet-and-dry-environments.pdf
http://www.users.on.net/~wayne_r/New%20Pages/wet_and_dry_environments.htm
http://www.anbg.gov.au/education/ed-program-table.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes/
http://www.rainforestanimals.net/
http://www.mbgnet.net/sets/desert/index.htm
http://www.desertanimals.net/
http://www.mbgnet.net/fresh/wetlands/index.htm
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/
Science and Technology Stage 2 – Minibeasts

http://www97.intel.com/au/ProjectDesign/UnitPlans/MightyMinibeasts/index.htm
http://museumvictoria.com.au/bugs/
http://www.sac.sa.edu.au/Library/Library/Primary/themes/minibeasts.htm
http://www.teachers.ash.org.au/jmresources/minibeasts/minibeasts.htm
http://det.wa.edu.au/education/cmis/eval/curriculum/pathfinders/minibeasts/index.htm
State and National Parks

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/edresources/TeachersKitNationalpark.htm
http://www.primaryschool.com.au/humansocietyresults.php?kla=Human%20Society%20and%20Its%20Environment&unit=State%20and%20National%20Parks
http://k6.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/hsie/resources-linked-to-units-of-work/stage-2/state-and-national-parks/
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/parks/resources/education.html
HSIE Places We Know – 

http://www.copacabana-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/tch_links/teachers_index.htm
Contacts

L4Y, on-ground advice, plant orders
Trees In Newcastle ,ph 4969 1500

Jenny Robinson
education@treesinnewcastle.org.au 
Suzanne Pritchard
enquiries@treesinnewcastle.org.au
Team Leader Training
Landcare Resource Office 
ph 4921 0392
 lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 

Awabakal Environmental Education Centre
Su Saxby Wed, Thurs ph 4944 8233
sue.saxby@det.nsw.edu.au 
Boundary Street, Dudley

The Wetlands Environmental Education Centre
Chris Prieto ph 4955 8673
Wetlands-e.School@det.nsw.edu.au 
Sandgate Road, Shortland
GreenCare Kids Centre
ph 0410 459 945
jenny@greencarekids.com
Janet Street, Merewether

Weeds
Kim Hignell 
LMCC Noxious Weeds Officer 
ph 4921 0360 
khignell@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Water Quality Monitoring

Amanda Gregory
Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch
ph 4930 1010  amanda.gregory@cma.nsw.gov.au
Margo Smith
LMCC Waterwatch, Adopt-a-SQID
ph 4921 0702 masmith@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Energy & Schools
Pamela Baker
Sustainability Engagement Officer
ph 4921 0144 pjbaker@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Lake Macquarie Environmental Excellence in Landcare


Awards





Junior Schools or Scouts


Eleebana Public 


Charlestown East Public 





Senior Schools or Scouts


Lake Macquarie High


St Marys- Gateshead High School 
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