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 L4Y Forum

Term 4 2010
L4Y Project Update
The year of Learning for Sustainability has certainly raised the profile of green initiatives across the education sector and provided a mountain of high quality resources to support the landcare ethic of community stewardship. 

The L4Y project has been bubbling along with high energy networking sessions, lots of support for schools being offered up by TIN and the development of a social media plan to support and sustain the networking after the funding finishes.

There has been lots of liaising with the Catholic Schools Office to develop a program to support targeted High School students to attain a recognised TAFE qualification in Conservation & Land Management whilst undertaking Landcare projects at school and within their community. The learning outcomes for the students are being mapped against the assessment criteria for TAFE and in the not too distant future a recognised qualification will be available.

Maryanne Murray of St Mary’s Gateshead has been working through the process with Jenny Robinson and the L4Y project will be able to play a coordinating role to assist in site identification and resource support. 

The next L4Y Video conference Wednesday 8/12/12 
Empowering Primary Landcarers to transition to Secondary School 

The next video conference is booked in for Wednesday 8th December between10-11am with Gateshead West Public School hosting. 

The topic for discussion is how do you empower primary students to keep landcaring at High School, what sort of projects are being done and what kind of groups are doing the projects.

There will be a presentation by Gateshead West’s e-team of their landcaring year, some words and certificates of recognition presented and lots of opportunity for questions and answers.

If you would like your school to participate in the video conference either by presenting their projects, listening or asking questions then please send an email to mailto:education@treesinnewcastle.org.auand the details of how to participate will be forwarded. 
Coastal mysteries revealed Thursday 9/12/10
A Coastcare themed inservice is on offer to support learning about coastal processes and bush regeneration along Newcastle’s coastal strip. A series of hands-on activities will be presented along with a coastal walk to highlight the wonderful resource that our coastal strip provides and the impact of urbanisation on the coast and the wildlife present within the pools.
Thursday 9th December from 9am till noon has been set aside to share and coastcare. Contact Jenny to lodge your interest or get further information. Jenny 4969 1500 education@treesinnewcastle.org.au 
Events and Dates for doing
Local Landcare Awards to recognise your student’s efforts
The end of year Lake Macquarie Landcare celebration is on Friday 26th November, from 4pm at the Landcare Office, Teralba with soft drinks, food and friends supplied.

This gathering is a great time to acknowledge those that have put in that little bit extra to help make a difference.
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There are award categories for School Children and Scouts in Junior and Senior divisions which we are happy to still take nominations for up until Wednesday 24th November at TIN by fax 49276821 or email mailto:education@treesinnewcastle.org.au
If you would like your e-team recognised, please pass on their details so we can put together a recognition certificate. 
If you would like the certificates presented at your school assembly please pass on the time and preferred date as well, of course you’re heartily invited to attend on Friday 26th , let the LRO know (49210392) if you’re coming for catering purposes.

On-ground Support

Advice
As part of Trees In Newcastle’s commitment to supporting schools across the region we are still making available the expertise of Jenny Robinson to come and visit your school or youth venue, and support hands-on activities such as weeding, plant identification and propagation activities.

Here’s a site report to give you a taste of what is on offer

Daily Site Report

Job/Site: Charlestown East Public School
Date: 3/11/10

Weather : warm
Photos yes/no

Observations: Children worked well out of the classroom

Requirements for next day/rest of job: small diggers

After initial site visit and assessment looked at south-east corner of school playground which was initially planned and planted as a regeneration area.

Out of bounds corner of playground is weed infested and strewn with rubbish as the school fence abuts the car park of the local Leagues Club.

After consultation with a parent, Carmen McCartney, it was decided to engage the senior primary students in weed control. Six children were chosen and instructed in basic bush regeneration skills and shown the major site weeds. The children worked for 3 hours in a  sweep over an area approximately 20m X 10m. 

Previously children have worked at a local Landcare site. I suggested contact with the group to see if they could give a hand on the school project. Ongoing work will be required to rid the area of common grasses with a view to future planting on National Tree Day 2011.

*Devised a tool licence and promised certificates to children who showed expertise in the safe use of tools, thus enabling children to strive for goals.

Landcare Tool Licence

Have your students been acquiring some skills with tools as they’ve been going about their landcaring? We have a Landcare tool licence that can be handed out to your students to recognise they have acquired competency in using the tools of the trade. 

Students from Charlestown East attained their tool  licence

Plants & National Tree Day 2011

If you’re still reeling from the excitement of this year’s National Tree Day why not get prepared for 2011. There are loads of resources at http://treeday.planetark.org/schools/ and the dates are already set, Sunday 31st July, with the Schools Tree Day on Friday 29th.

More than knowing the dates is getting the right plants for your place, especially if you want to contribute to maintaining the biodiversity of your area. Placing a plant order now will get you just the right plants in time for July next year.

Even if you don’t know your plants, let us know you’ll be planting and we’ll get the right ones growing, it takes time to collect the seed and propagate and now is a great seed collection time. Email mailto:education@treesinnewcastle.org.au
Online Resources & Research
E-newsletters

There gas been a blossoming of e-newsletters. Some that cross our desk are:
EaSE e-news.

The Environmental Education (EE) Unit Curriculum K-12 Directorate at Ryde provides an e-newsletter to share information about current projects and programs relating to environmental and sustainability education. It includes grants available, dates of significance, term reminders and curriculum resources. Past issues of the newsletter are at http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/env_ed/teaching/index.htm.
If you would like to subscribe email ease@det.nsw.edu.au 

The Junior Landcarer

Another one to keep an eye out for is the Junior Landcarer, at http://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=c874938162801405204f0d115&id=edca584e06&e=[UNIQID].
This newsletter has details of Landcare sponsored grants, resources and a media kit to promote your school project.

primaryschool.com.au

Finally there is http://www.primaryschool.com.au/ which offers free primary school lesson plans and resources with a few clicks. The site is a reference point for numerous links, sorted by curriculum related themes.
Websites

There’s a fair few websites about too that have something to offer, some that got a mention at the Term4 L4Y Networking session were:
ourcoolschool.org
ourcoolschool.org which claims to be everything about our environment for students and teachers. It has handy information on rebates, green jobs, councils and has a very eye catching layout.

sustainableschools.nsw.edu.au 

The Sustainable Schools NSW site aims to support all schools, their partners and the community in realising a positive environmental vision The site has an online SEMP builder to tempt you their way as well a resource centre with curriculum related programs and projects. http://www.sustainableschools.nsw.edu.au/
curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au

A regular visit to DET’s Environmental and Sustainability Education always provides some new and interesting resources such as guides on NSW ecosystems, a new teachers kit on marine parks and access to a DVD about energy saving, The Heat is On. http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/env_ed/index.htm
Programs to Ponder
The Climate Clever Energy Savers program recently received a good rap from Eleebana’s Public School’s Kerry Phillips and an Award of Excellence from the Minister for Education and Training. Kerry has further developed the scope and sequences and would like to share and showcase her experience, a topic for the next L4Y networking session perhaps. 

LMCC’s Sustainable Neighbourhoods project is rolling out across the City. The program provides support to communities to plan, through local Sustainable Neighbourhood Groups, and make changes that will reduce their ecological footprint – neighbourhood by neighbourhood, contributing to an overall City–wide reduction. Contact LMCC for more information 02 4921 0333, http://www.lakemac.com.au/page.aspx?pid=1030&vid=14 

Grants & Awards
Westpac Student Sustainability Leadership grant

Westpac has just announced a Junior Landcare Partnership grant for Student Sustainability Leadership. The grants of $1,500 each will be awarded at the beginning of 2011 to help Years 5 and 6 students plan and implement environmental sustainability initiatives. The closing date is Friday December 10th
The Westpac Student Sustainability Leadership grant provides funding for Year 5 and 6 student teams to undertake an environmental project in their school or local community. Students are required to undertake an environmental review of an area of their local community or school and develop a project from this review to implement using the grant funds. The student teams are encouraged to work with a local Landcare group and high school students to undertake their project.

All the details and the application forms are at http://www.juniorlandcare.com.au/grants-2/westpac-grant.

SPROUTs Award
http://www.eceen.org.au/news.htm has the application form and guidelines
The NSW Early Childhood Environmental Education Network’s Sustainable Projects Recognising OUTstanding Practice Awards are open for submission. The award winning entry will receive a prize of $500 and two encouragement awards of $250 each will also be on offer for environmental projects or resources. 
Competitions
WetlandCare Photography Competition

To celebrate World Wetlands Day 2011 on February 2, WetlandCare Australia is hosting its 4th annual Australia-wide art and photography competition, offering categories for children and adults. The closing date is December 3rd http://www.wetlandcare.com.au/Content/templates/news_detail.asp?articleid=812&zoneid=1
Wetland Education Centre Naming and Photo Competition

A bit closer to home the Wetlands Centre is holding a few competitions, one to name their new education centre, entries close Friday 19th November and also a photography competition which finishes on the 30th November. Details can be found http://www.wetlands.org.au/page4627/Home.aspx 
L4Y in Term1 2011

Networking Session

The term 1 L4Y networking session will be on Tuesday 15th March at 3.45-5pm at St Mary's Gateshead. The session will showcase the work that has been undertaken regenerating Kennedy Creek and discuss how the Conservation &Land Management accreditation process is going. 

L4Y Video Conferences

A video conference to discuss plans and projects for the year will be held in the last two weeks of first term. Are you interested in hosting the session? Contact Jenny or Suzanne at education@treesinnewcastle.org.au, or 4969 1500 and we can chat about when is the most suitable time. 

A final word
It’s been a great year for getting out and about, sharing ideas and developing new projects. We wish you all the best over the summer season, hope your plants continue to thrive and the last half of term is blissfully enjoyable.
Regards, Jenny Robinson & Suzanne Pritchard  
Contacts

L4Y and on-ground advice
Trees In Newcastle ,ph 4969 1500

Jenny Robinson
education@treesinnewcastle.org.au 
Suzanne Pritchard
enquiries@treesinnewcastle.org.au
Team Leader Training
John Hughson,
Landcare Resource Office 
ph 4921 0392
 lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 

GreenCare Kids Centre
ph 0410 459 945
jenny@greencarekids.com
Janet Street, Merewether

Awabakal Environmental Education Centre
Su Saxby Wed, Thurs ph 4944 8233
sue.saxby@det.nsw.edu.au 
Boundary Street, Dudley

The Wetlands Environmental Education Centre
Chris Prieto ph 4955 8673
Wetlands-e.School@det.nsw.edu.au 
Sandgate Road, Shortland
Weeds
Kim Hignell 
LMCC Noxious Weeds Officer 
ph 4921 0360 
khignell@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Water Quality Monitoring

Amanda Gregory
Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch
ph 4930 1010  amanda.gregory@cma.nsw.gov.au
Margo Smith
LMCC Sustainability Project Officer 
ph 4921 0702 masmith@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Waste

Kelly Wood  
LMCC Community Empowerment Coordinator (Waste Education) Mon, Tues, Thursday. Ph 4921 0104 kwood@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Energy & Schools
Pamela Baker
LMCC Community Empowerment Coordinator    ph 4921 0144 pjbaker@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

Nomination Form


2010 Lake Macquarie Landcare


Environmental Excellence In Landcare Awards


Inspire the community, with local environmental role models.


NOMINATOR


	


First Name			Surname


Address	


Telephone	Email	


You may nominate as many individuals or groups as you wish.


Previous recipients are ineligible in the same category


Please use a separate nomination form for each nomination


( Schools and Scouts-Junior Award	


( Schools and Scouts-Senior Award


NOMINEE


	  	


First Name or Contact	   Surname or Group Name


Address	


Telephone	E-Mail	


Please describe briefly the work and attach further information if necessary.


	


	


	


	


Please deliver or post your completed nomination form by:


Wednesday 24th  November 2010


To L4Y at TIN


by fax 49276821 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:education@treesinnewcastle.org.au" ��mailto:education@treesinnewcastle.org.au�
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