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L4Y Forum

Term 2 2010
Hello again lingering Landcarers,
What are you doing to celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity? Are you doing tonnes of stuff for Tunza month? Are you pondering actions for World Environment Day for Many Species on One Planet for One future? Are you doing something in the minutes in between or living in the moment, perhaps all of the above.

This year is rather special, the international focus is on Biodiversity and is being reflected in numerous forums including the DET’s Learning for Sustainability celebrations so there are lots of resources and opportunities to get the next generation involved to secure our planet’s survival.

The L4Y project is aiming to play its small part in the puzzle by building a strong network of support across Lake Macquarie for the youth so that their journey is supported, the wisdom of the elders shared and they get to create the future they want. 

Following are some resources that have been gleaned or requested from the recent L4Y Network meeting, hope you find them useful. 

L4Y project update

One year into a three year project and 55 youth institutions have been visited, 34 requests for 6587 plants have been met with on-ground advice and support. The regular networking meetings are up and running and a term based newsletter is in motion with ideas springing forth and abundant enthusiasm.

One of the challenges that has arisen over the past 12 months has been the physical space available for plantings to increase biodiversity or provide habitat opportunities on school grounds whilst there has been so much building undertaken or planned. The opportunity being presented is to Learnscape not Landscape. The L4Y project can provide a great chance to enhance or celebrate the completion of your building project with a multipurpose Learnscape.

Learnscaping is planting for an educational purpose usually around a theme. Biodiverse borders can showcase the beauty and variety of local native leaf shapes, frog ponds can be study areas on water-bugs or lifecycles. Bushtucker gardens can link into cultural awareness or creating signage. Habitat gardens can be designed to meet specific animal requirements for birds, lizards, bugs, possums or squirrel gliders. 
If you have a space in mind and want the children to go through the whole process of design, including plant selection now would be a great time to start. The more notice we have the more variety your plants will have, propagated for your patch with the local gene-pool in mind and the intended project outcome.  

L4Y On-ground

National Tree Day is another great opportunity to make a difference on-ground. Have you thought about planting enough trees to offset your school’s carbon emissions? How many plants would it take and where would you put them? National Tree Day orders are needed now so that the right plants for your site can be provided. As the weather starts to cool, propagation slows down. Plants for orders are allocated as they come in. Jenny can advise on how to calculate your planting requirements, where to put your plants and how to ensure they have the best chance for survival.
L4Y support for the teachers

Inservice Session on Wednesday 11/8/10 at the GreenCare Kids Centre

The L4Y project is keen to host a 1/2day (9am- 12.30) session at the newly opened GreenCare Kids Centre, Janet Street Merewether. Expressions Of Interest are being sought.
Topics for discussion on the day will include

· A showcase of school based projects that are in operation at Holy Family school and supported through integrated curriculum resources, including worm farming/composting, wetlands and vegetable gardening and visual arts

· A session to explore collaborative project ideas that could attract additional funding and help grow the L4Y network.

· An IT session on curriculum resources and online collaboration

· An opportunity to review your SEMP or investigate the online SEMP builder.

Name________________________________________
School________________________________________
Areas of interest please (  

( Showcase of school projects 
(Collaborative Network Projects    
(Curriculum Resources    

(SEMPs      
 (Other_________________________
Let us know education@treesinnewcastle.org.au  or give us a ring 4969 1500
L4Y Face to face (f2f) Network meetings

The 2010 L4Y Network meetings have been exciting and stimulating places for discussion and knowledge sharing. There will be more networking extravaganzas on 27th July and the 26th October, 3.45-5pm at the Landcare Resource Office. If you would like to be reminded or put items up for discussion let us know.

L4Y support for the Youth

· A certificate of appreciation is available to present to your dedicated Landcarers- send an email and we’ll pass it on or visit TIN’s website 
· Landcare for Youth tagline: We’re looking for a one line phrase that describes what Landcare 4 Youth is about. The group that comes up with the selected tagline will receive 100 plants for their effort. 

· End of year celebrations will be upon us before you know it. In Term 4 the opportunity of having a local landcaring icon present certificates of appreciation to your active Landcarers is being organised. If you are interested in getting your school on the list to be visited please let us know.

· We’d love to meet your e-team or SRC. If the e-team or SRC at your school would like a visit to showcase their project or talk about a project they’d like to do please contact us.  We’re keen to put together some online presentations of school or centre projects, any willing media stars are most welcome.

· Catchment Connections Carnival- June 4th at Croudace Bay: The L4Y team will be at the carnival keen to record comments from the youth of today about Landcare and what projects they are doing or would like to do. So pop by with a message to share about our Lake environment.

Events and Dates for doing

5th May-5th June: It’s Tunza Month - Tunza is a Swahili word in that means to "treat with care or affection". 
The United Nations Tunza program is based on a strategy that aims to provide young people with information and tools on how to "treat Mother Earth with care" and how to Act for a better world. 

The 2010 International Children’s Conference on the Environment will be held in Nagoya, Japan from 20 to 26 October 2010. The conference will provide a unique opportunity for children and youth to present their environmental projects, inspire each other with their environmental work, and increase their understanding of environmental issues. The conference will provide them with a forum to share experiences and opinions and to collectively voice their concerns for the environment.

 The Conference theme will be Biodiversity and bring together about 105 participants (aged 10 to 14) and their chaperones from over 35 countries.

You could win a trip to Japan to attend the 2010 Children's conference in Nagoya Japan by simply submitting a write-up with photos if possible, telling the UN all about your environmental project and why you should win this. That's it! Now...Get writing!

Send all submissions to children.youth@unep.org.  Deadline for 'win a trip' entries will be 31 May 2010.

22nd May: International Day for Biological Diversity 

The United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has released his official message   
which starts with …
“The planet’s species and habitats, and the goods and services they provide, form the basis of our wealth, our health and our well-being.  Yet, despite repeated global commitments to protect this heritage, the variety of life on Earth continues to decline at an unprecedented rate.  Biodiversity loss is moving ecological systems ever closer to a tipping point beyond which they will no longer be able to fulfil their vital functions.”
And finishes with …

“In this International Year of Biodiversity, let us reflect on the root causes of biodiversity decline and take action to arrest it.  Let us adjust policies and mind-sets to reflect the true value of species and habitats.  Let us recognize that biodiversity is life – our life.  Let us act now to preserve it, before it is too late.”

May 23rd World Turtle Day
Lake Macquarie is visited by several species of Turtles; Green, Loggerhead and Flatback have all been sighted in our lovely lake. Their time in the lake can be quite hazardous though. A brochure is available outlining the threats and what you can do if you see one to record your sightings. 

Eraring Energy has an information sheet on their experiences with turtles that are attracted to the warm waters that the power station produces, and how they are managing turtles that get into their inlet canal. 

☺Resource: Turtle Posters are available from the Lake Macquarie Landcare Resource Office. These can be provided free to any group in Lake Macquarie. Whilst on the subject of posters there are some very engaging posters on Waterwise Catchments and Waterwise Communities available too. Contact the LRO to arrange for pick up or delivery on 4921 0392.
5th June World Environment Day : Many Species, One Planet, One future 
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The United Nations declared day comes with resources and information about this year’s theme of Biodiversity and with a focus on Tunza month activities for the youth, which culminates on World Environment Day. There are posters and information available online.  

The theme of WED 2010 is “Many Species. One Planet. One Future.” It echoes the urgent call to conserve the diversity of life on our planet.  A world without biodiversity is a very bleak prospect. Millions of people and millions of species all share the same planet, and only together can we enjoy a safer and more prosperous future.

Through WED, we can employ our individual and collective power to stem the tide of extinction. Our conservation action has brought some species back from the brink, and has restored some vital natural habitats around the world. On WED, let us resolve to do much more, and much faster, to win the race against extinction!

More than 46% of the world's population is now younger than 25 years old. Approximately 175 million children will be affected by climate change induced natural disasters every year over the next decade. This is 50 million more than during the ten years to 2005. - UN sources

Local Tunza activities…it could be if you want it to be

Video Conferences with Connected Classrooms

The DET’s Learning for Sustainability Video Conference Festival is happening from Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June. The online program is extensive. Some of the landcare focussed themes include

· Monday 31st -Water quality, Weird and Wonderful Wetlands, Environmental Project Ideas for SRC’s

· Tuesday 1st June- Platypus, Who wants to be a global survivor

· Wednesday 2nd June-Urban Biodiversity, Web 2 spider, Green Day and EnviroInspiro, Worm farming

· Thursday 3rd Creative visions using nature, Lizard lounges, Mobile technologies-taking students outside

· Friday 3rd- Bare to Biodiverse-creating habitats in school grounds

Coming in Term 3…Landcare 4 Youth- An interactive session where students will be presenting their projects to their Landcaring peers. The L4Y Network is keen to share the video conference across all educational institutions, if you’d like to experience the video conference and don’t have access to a connected classroom, get in touch and we’ll try and arrange a class-mate connection close to you.

The session will be run during Education Week on 3rd August, 10.00-11.00 for primary schools and 11.30-12.30 for High Schools.

8th June World Oceans Day. This year’s theme is Pick your favourite-Protect your favourite
☺Resource: The website has a concise A4 poster explaining why oceans are important and how to protect them  

This is a summary off the website highlighting why oceans are important

·  Each of us relies on a healthy ocean with a rich diversity of life to provide most of the oxygen we breathe, much of the food we eat, as well as medicines and other essentials that we need to survive 

· The ocean provides endless opportunities for inspiration and recreation such as diving, snorkelling, fishing, and boating. How much would you enjoy the ocean without its great diversity of life? 

·  The greater the diversity of life in the ocean the better job the ocean will do in helping maintain the planet’s normal climate conditions and in adjusting to a changing climate

4th to 11th of July Is NAIDOC week. The 2010 theme is 'Unsung Heroes - Closing the Gap by Leading Their Way'. 

Many unsung Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have made huge contributions to Australian society. 'Unsung heroes' recognises the part played by the quiet achievers in the Indigenous community, both now and in the past. 
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30th July Schools National Tree Day 

Avoid disappointment and get your order of local provenance, biodiversity-boosting, climate combating gorgeous greenery in soon. This will ensure you get the plants that are most suitable for your location. Contact Jenny on 4969 1500 or email  education@treesinnewcastle.or.au 
2nd August National Tree Day-Community planting days are happening across the city on Sunday 2/8/10. The Landcare Office or the National Tree Day site will point you in the right direction to deliver your planting passion.

National Tree Day aims to inspire, educate and recruit Australians to actively care for our unique land and create future generations of committed environmental custodians. 

There is lots of information about all the environmental benefits of tree planting online including the benefit of Local Native Plants and why local provenance is important for the gene pool, how plants help to combat climate change by locking up carbon and how they combat the major threat facing the future of life on our planet, biodiversity loss. 
Resources 

☺Resource: Earth Alive Teaching Unit. Planet Ark has collaborated with Field of Mars Environmental Education Centre to put together a new teaching program, Earth Alive, a 10 week action-based science unit of work suitable for students in Years 5 & 6 focusing on authentic scientific investigation resulting in local action. The program investigates biodiversity in the school grounds and culminates in a Schools Tree Day planting action project. It’s available for downloading.
There are teaching resources from previous years also available online 

☺http://www.primaryschool.com.au/ - free primary school resources and lesson plans. You can subscribe to a weekly themed newsletter. Recent newsletters have covered topics such as Slide Show Tips, Scratch, Web Publishing, Disasters, Personal Learning Networks and number facts K-6.

Year of Learning for Sustainability- DET web links
As mentioned the DET is focussing on Learning for Sustainability this year. This has resulted in lots of resources being made available both publicly online and through the departmental intranet.
☺Resource The learning for sustainability rap is for Stages 3 and 4 which features a blog which shares school stories about strategies for sustainability. The rap targets HSIE outcomes for students in Stages 3 and 4. It commences in Week 5, on May 17th and concludes at the end of Week 9. A rap or book rap is an exciting online teaching and learning adventure with discussion points on books, film, websites and events. It’s a readymade teaching program with support materials available online 

Awards & Competitions

LMCC School Environment Award Entries Close 30 June

Entering this year's program has never been easier, just complete the schools sustainability survey (you get a compost bin for this) and your school has the chance to win a Lake Macquarie school environment award.  Pam Baker will even visit your school and assist with the survey!        

To register your school’s interest in participating in the program, please contact Pam Baker on 4921 0144 or email pjbaker@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 
The Keep Australia Beautiful - Sustainable Cities Environmental Education Award closes on 28th May. 

The aim is to encourage and recognise education programs or projects which increase community awareness and understanding of the environment, and focus on significant urban issues.
Dig your Dinner: Schools across NSW are invited to join in the challenge and ‘Dig Your Dinner’. A fun and easy competition to show how simple it is to grow your own food, free from artificial nasties.  

“Make a stand against the bland! Celebrate good food, as it should be with all its bumps and imperfections. Grow it for real, from budding seed to brimming plate and join us on our quest for taste!” Entries close 1st August. 
Reviews and Research

The Child in the Woods-Richard Louv was mentioned at a regional networking meeting.

A review from Scientific American on the Amazon site 

"Louv cites multiple causes for why children spend less time outdoors and why they have less access to nature: our growing addiction to electronic media, the relinquishment of green spaces to development, parents’ exaggerated fears of natural and human predators, and the threat of lawsuits and vandalism that has prompted community officials to forbid access to their land... Louv links children’s alienation from nature to attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, stress, depression and anxiety disorders, not to mention childhood obesity.

...What Louv adds is a focus on the restorative qualities of nature for children. He recommends that we reacquaint our children and ourselves with nature through hiking, fishing, bird-watching and disorganized, creative play. By doing so, he argues, we may lessen the frequency and severity of emotional and mental ailments and come to recognize the importance of preserving nature. " 

A literature review from May 2009 on the Sustainable Schools Website has some interesting articles on the theory of Education for Sustainability.
Programs to Ponder

Early Childhood
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The Little Green Steps in an early childhood sustainability program that was developed and is run by our Central Coast neighbours in Wyong and Gosford.

There have been some great resources developed from the project including a manual “Climbing the Little Green Steps- How to promote Sustainability within early childhood services in your local area’, a bimonthly newsletter that has loads of information and an ever expanding library list of environmentally themed picture books.
Community

LMCC’s 10:10 Challenge         

[image: image11.wmf]To support the current lifestyle of a typical Lake Macquarie resident we would need 3.8 earths. To be living sustainably we need to be dependent on only one earth.        

In 2010, we’re working our way back to one earth, one action at a time. Join the challenge by pledging to carry out actions that reduce your impact by 10% in 2010.

Making a pledge is simple but rewarding in more ways than one. By becoming part of 10:10 you will be given priority in a range of LMCC initiatives and sustainable giveaways.

Opening of the Regional Sustainability Learning Centre
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In late April the Regional Sustainability Learning Centre (RSLC) located in the grounds of Holy Family Primary School was officially opened. The Centre aims to build partnerships between teachers and local sustainability educators, students and their environment and schools and their communities. 

Also known as The Green Care Kids Centre this purpose built facility, next to a constructed wetland allows students from any school in the region to experience a session of stimulating sustainability activities in a school setting.

The emphasis at the Green Care Kids Centre is on positive hands-on activities that promote critical thinking and problem solving and provide a structure to assist students to weigh up information to help them deal with the dilemmas and challenges of a changing world. Contact jenny@greencarekids.com.au for more information or bookings.

Primary and Secondary School

Weed Warriors Tortrix Moth to tackle Bitou Bush - 
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Weed Warriors is a national community education and engagement program that actively involves and engages students in the management of a local weed problem through a combination of hands-on classroom and field-based activities. Through the program students are given the unique opportunity to undertake real-life weed research at school by breeding biological control agents for a target weed, and then releasing them at local infestations. 
If your school chooses to participate in the program, the students will be rearing Tortrix moths for release onto Bitou Bush infestations

As a guide the program is usually conducted with years 3 to 6 in primary school and years 7 to 9 in secondary schools. The information and activities in the Teacher Resource that is provided as part of the Weed Warriors program, has been tailored to address the key learning areas and outcomes of these year levels.

Training to assist with rearing and releasing the Tortrix moth will held at the Lake Macquarie Landcare Centre, 9.30am-3.30pm on Thursday 10th June.

If you would like to attend the training contact us, Lake Macquarie Landcare or send an email to lesly.postle@industry.nsw.gov.au and we'll forward a registration form.

Climate Clever
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Climate Clever Energy Savers program (CCES) is a $5 million program for primary and secondary schools over the calendar years 2010-2013.

The purpose of CCES is to support professional learning and student-directed energy saving and greenhouse gas reduction projects in NSW government schools.

Applications will be called in Term 3 for 2011 so keep an eye out online or in the EaSE e-newsletter.

Vegetable Gardening 

Growing vegetables created considerable discussion at the last L4Y networking session. 

Some advice that was gathered around the table included

· Good organic matter includes compost, hale bales and worm castings

· Quick growers produce student motivation and satisfaction-corn, spinach, radish, strawberry, dwarf beans, cherry tomatoes and passionfruit if you don’t mind it taking over.

· Place sprinklers in the middle of the plot for optimal watering

· Place thick layers of newspaper in the base of any raised beds or containers to retain moisture.

· Large corrugated iron vegetable containers don’t have to be totally filled with soil. They can be filled with hale bales and newspaper with a good layer of soil on top.

· A great wormfarm structure can be made using a bathtub on a platform that allows a bucket to be placed under the drainage hole for collecting worm wee.

· Keeping worms alive over summer is as easy as a wet hessian bag with some rocks on it

A two page info sheet Dirty Hands Happy Hearts: learning in the garden- Resources for Environmental Education with Community Gardening is full of references to explore. 

☺Resource- Dig In- Creating an edible school garden, is 62 pages of fantastic information about all the nitty gritty of getting your school garden growing. It includes everything from selecting a site, maintaining the garden, composting, wormfarming and what to grow when. It can be found at 

Grants on offer

Green Schools Connect

Green Schools Connect is a partnership between Conservation Volunteers Australia and the Vodafone Australia Foundation to help make environment projects in schools a reality.  

Green Schools Connect enables schools to get the extra hands to get the project done.

This may be creating a native bush foods garden, demonstrating to students how to monitor frog population in your school yard or cleaning up a creek line adjacent to the school.  In 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity schools can apply to increase the biodiversity in their school grounds.

Timing of Green Schools Connect projects : Green Schools Connect projects will need to be completed between July 2010 and December 2010. 

Eligibility to Enter :Entry is open to all Australian Schools, Preschools and Kindergartens.

Applications close Wednesday 30 June 2010 (5pm EST).

Hunter Water Landcare Assistance Fund 
LAF is a small grants scheme sponsored by Hunter Water and managed by the Hunter Region Landcare Network (HRLN).

The fund supports community managed environmental projects which are located within the Hunter Water areas of operation.  Small projects up to the value of $1,500 are funded.  LAF will not fund labour. Parent’s groups or community groups could apply. It is a small and simple application process and new applicants are encouraged and usually successful! 

For the fast and furious

… if you feel like putting your nose to the grindstone and applying for Environmental Trust monies there are two options available in the next week or so. 

Eco-Schools grant due date 21st May or Restoration and rehabilitation grant by the 28th May

Then there is a slight grant application hiatus where planning time for the next round of funding applications can occur.  

A comprehensive list of grants that are open or upcoming can be found online at the Sustainable Schools Website.
Networks 

Lake Macquarie Landcare Network- based at the Landcare Resource Office, Toronto Rd,Teralba LMLN supports all aspects of Landcaring in Lake Macquarie. 
Landcare 4 Youth- a fledgling adventure in online collaboration aiming to support youth to grow a network for onground action-. 
Australian Gardens for Learning – an experienced online community that shares resources, events, discussion and peer learning on garden based education for sustainability in schools 
Early Childhood Environmental Education Network- 
NSW ECEEN supports early childhood professionals and families of young children by providing resources, information and support necessary to facilitate meaningful environmental education into their daily experiences. They produce a regular newsletter with lots of case studies.

Contacts

Biodiversity & L4Y
Jenny Robinson
Trees In Newcastle 
252 Parry Street, Newcastle West
ph 4969 1500    fax 4927 6821
education@treesinnewcastle.org.au 
Landcare 4 Youth- Support
Suzanne Pritchard
enquiries@treesinnewcastle.org.au
landcare4youth@gmail.com 
Team Leader Training
John Hughson
Landcare Resource Office 
ph 4921 0392
 lro@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 

GreenCare Kids Centre
ph 0410 459 945
jenny@greencarekids.com 
Janet Street, Merewether

Awabakal Environmental Education Centre
Su Saxby Wed, Thurs ph 4944 8233
sue.saxby@det.nsw.edu.au 
Boundary Street, Dudley

The Wetlands Environmental Education Centre

Weeds
Kim Hignell, 
LMCC Noxious Weeds Officer 
ph 4921 0360 
khignell@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Water Quality Monitoring

Amanda Gregory,
Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch
ph 4930 1010  amanda.gregory@cma.nsw.gov.au
Margo Smith,
LMCC Sustainability Project Officer 
ph 4921 0702 masmith@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Waste

Kelly Wood  
LMCC Community Empowerment Coordinator (Waste Education) Mon, Tues, Thursday. Ph 4921 0104 kwood@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
Energy

Pamela Baker,
LMCC Community Empowerment Coordinator    ph 4921 0144 pjbaker@lakemac.nsw.gov.

Chris Prieto, ph 4955 8673
Wetlands-e.School@det.nsw.edu.au 
Sandgate Road, Shortland
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